An Chombhairle Ndisitinta
um Qideachas Speisialta

National Council
for Special Education

NCSE RESEARCH CONFERENCE 2024

Empowering Teachers to Promote Inclusive and Equitable Education

Professor Lani Florian, Bell Chair Emerita
University of Edinburgh

Abstract

The 2018 European Union Council Recommendation on promoting common values, inclusive
education, and the European dimension of teaching noted that ‘High quality inclusive education and
training at all levels, is essential in ensuring social mobility and inclusion...”. As an implementing
measure, the European Commission recommended that teachers, school leaders and academic staff
be enabled to, ‘promote common values and deliver inclusive education, through: (a) measures to
empower teachers, school leaders and academic staff helping them convey common values, and
promote active citizenship while transmitting a sense of belonging and responding to the diverse
needs of learners’.

This presentation considers how knowledge about learner differences can be integrated with the
broader pedagogical and curriculum knowledge that teachers have to learn and be able to apply in
the classroom. It considers the essential role that teachers play in promoting inclusive education
and the importance of teacher education and professional development programmes in preparing
and supporting them to work with diverse learner groups.
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